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specified period of time, the buyer making each confirmation ^cument upon receipt of each 
seller record; 

a witness receiving each confirmation documejaf from the buyer after the buyer makes 
each confirmation document; 

confirmation means for confirming by thy'seller that the content of each of the seller 
records is in agreement with the content of ^corresponding one of the confirmation documents 
sent to the seller from the witness, wherein said witness certifies and registers each 
confirmation document as being accuse once said confirmation means confirms each 
confirmation document; and 

memory means for storing^ in memory the confirmation documents registered by said 
witness. 

7. (THREE TIMES AMENDED) An account settlement system, comprising: 
notarization document making means for making a notarization document by^ buyer for 
each one of a plurality of seller records sent periodically from a seller to the buypr over a 
specified period of time, the buyer making each notarization document uporj/feceipt of each 
seller record; 

sending means for sending to a notarization authority each notarization from the buyer 
after the buyer makes each notarization document, and for sendij^g each notarization document 
from the notarization authority to the seller; 

confirmation means for confirming by the seller whether the contents of each seller 
record is in agreement with the contents of a corresponding one of the notification documents; 

a witness having the notarization authority and certifying that each notification document 
is accurate after the seller confirms that each s^er record agrees with the corresponding 
notarization document; 

memory means for storing in a rp^mory the notarization documents certified by said 
witness; 

detailed payment statement making means for making, with reference to the notarization 
documents stored in the memefry, a detailed payment statement, upon which payment to the 
seller by the buyer is to be/based; 

funds transferj^quest means for requesting a transfer of funds, based on the detailed 
payment statemerrtfand 
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notification means for notifying saipKwitness of a transfer of funds, when funds are 

transferred to the seller based on the ^Etinds transfer request. 

: /* 

^ 1 5. (THREE TIMES AMENDED) An account settlement system utilizing^ witness 

(Tvl /system, comprising: 

notarization document making means for making a notarization/document by a seller for 
/ each one of a plurality of buyer records sent periodically from a buy^r to the seller over a 
I specified period of time, the seller making each notarization dopdment upon receipt of each 
buyer record; 

sending means for sending to a notarization authority each notarization from the seller 
after the seller makes each notarization document, a/ra for sending each notarization document 
from the notarization authority to the buyer; 

confirmation means for confirming by th§ buyer whether the contents of each buyer 
record is in agreement with the contents of a corresponding one of the notification documents; 

a witness having the notarization/authority and certifying that each notification document 
is accurate after the buyer confirms tjrat each buyer record agrees with the corresponding 
notarization document; 

memory means for storjrfg in a memory the notarization documents certified by said 
witness; 

detailed payment^tatement making means for making, by said buyer, with reference to 
the notarization documents stored in the memory, a detailed payment statement upon which a 
set-off payment by ine seller to the buyer is based; and 

request nrfeans for requesting a financial institution to issue a check to the buyer, based 
on the detaile/f payment statement. 

17. (THREE TIMES AMENDED) An account settj^fient system utilizing a witness 
y&em, comprising: 

notarization document making means-f^r making a notarization document by a buyer for 
each one of a plurality of seller recor^s^ent periodically from a seller to the buyer over a 
specified period of time, the buye^making each notarization document upon receipt of each 
seller record; 
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sending means for sending to a notarization authority each notarization from the buyer 
after the buyer makes each notarization document, and for sending e^0n notarization document 
from the notarization authority to the seller; 

confirmation means for confirming by the seller whether tKe contents of each seller 
record is in agreement with the contents of a corresponding one of the notification documents; 

a witness having the notarization authority and certifying that each notification document 
is accurate after the seller confirms that each seller record agrees with the corresponding 
notarization document; 

memory means for storing in a memory tpfe notarization documents certified by said 
witness; 

detailed payment statement making/fneans for making, with reference to the notarization 
documents stored in the memory, a det^tfed payment statement, upon which payment to the 
seller by the buyer is to be based; an* 

request means for requesting a financial institution to issue a note to the buyer. 




/ 



25. (THREE TIMES AMENDED) A method for document confirmation by a witness 
ystem, comprising: 

making a confirmatory document by a buyer for each one^df a plurality of seller records 
sent periodically from a seller to the buyer over a specified oellod of time, the buyer making 
each confirmatory document upon receipt of each seller-record; 

sending to a witness each confirmatory document from the buyer after the buyer makes 
each confirmatory document, and sending eapKconfirmatory document from the witness to the 
seller; 

confirming by the seller whethef the contents of each seller record are in agreement with 
the contents of a corresponding one of the confirmatory documents; 

certifying, by the witn^s, that each confirmatory document is accurate, and notifying the 
buyer and the seller of e&zh certification; and 

storing the certified documents in a memory. 



26. (THREE TIMES AMENDED) An account settlement method utilizing a witness 
system, comprising: 



4 



• 



Serial No. 09/184,587 Docket No. 826.1 51 5/CJG 

making a notarization document by a buyer for each one of a plurality of sel^r records 
sent periodically from a seller to the buyer; 

sending to a notarization authority each notarization document from tKe buyer after the 
buyer makes each notarization document, and sending each notarizatioryaocument from the 
notarization authority to the seller; 

confirming by the seller whether the contents of each seller/fecord are in agreement with 
the contents of a corresponding one of the notarization documents; 

notarizing, by a witness having the notarization authority, that each document is accurate 
and notifying the buyer and the seller of each notarizationyafter the seller confirms that each 
seller record agrees with the corresponding notarizatiorydocument; 

storing in a memory the notarized documents: 

making, with reference to the stored notarization documents, a detailed payment 
statement upon which is based payment by the fefuyer to the seller; and 

requesting the transfer of funds to the/seller, based on the detailed payment statement. 

27. (THREE TIMES AMENDEDYA computer-readable memory medium containing a 
program causing a computer to execute document confirmation processes performed by a 
witness system, and comprising a process of: 

making a confirmatory document by a buyer for each one of a plurality of seller records 
sent periodically from a seller to trie buyer over a specified period of time, the buyer making 
each confirmatory document upon receipt of each seller record; 

sending, to a witness/each confirmatory document from the buyer after the buyer makes 
each confirmatory document, and sending each confirmatory document from the witness to the 
seller; 

confirming by the'seller whether the contents of each seller record are in agreement with 
the contents of a corresponding one of the confirmatory documents; 

certifying by the witness that each confirmatory document is accurate, and notifying the 
buyer and the seller/of each certification, after the seller confirms that each seller record agrees 
with the corresponding confirmatory document; and 

storing in/a memory each certified document. 
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28. (THREE TIMES AMENDED) A computer-readable memory medium cortfaining a 
program causing a computer to execute an account settlement process using a y/itness system, 
and comprising a process of: 

making a notarization document by a buyer for each one of a plurality of seller records 
sent periodically from a seller to the buyer over a specified period of time/the buyer making 
each notarization document upon receipt of each seller record; 

sending, to a notarization authority, each notarization document from the buyer after the 
buyer makes each notarization document, and sending each notarization document from the 
notarization authority to the seller; 

confirming, by the seller, whether the contents of eacj/seller record and the contents of 
a corresponding one of the notarization documents are in Agreement; 

notarizing, by a witness having the notarization authority, that each notarization 
document is accurate, and notifying the buyer and ther seller of each notarization, after the seller 
confirms that each seller record agrees with the corresponding notarization document; 

storing, in a memory, the notarized documents; 

making, with reference to the notarizecr documents, a detailed payment statement upon 
which is based payment by the buyer to the'seller; and 

requesting that funds be transferred to the seller, based on the detailed payment 
statement. 

29. (THREE TIMES AMENDED) A witness system, comprising: 
first computing means fpr making a document upon receipt of each one of a plurality of 

records periodically received^over a specified period of time; 

second computing means for confirming the contents of each document; and 
third computing means for performing notarization of each confirmed document and 

storing in a memory e^ch notarized document data. 
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\V 34. (THREE TIMES AMENDED) An accoupT settlement system, comprising: 
Q / payment request means for making a detailed payment statement that aggregates a 
plurality of payment objects and sending a payment request based on the detailed payment 
statement, each payment object being created upon receipt of a corresponding one of a plurality 
of seller sales records periodically received over a specified period of time; and 
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